his country. The Burmah Oil Company at Syriam, Steel
Brothers' Cotton Mill at Myingyan, and the Violin Hosiery
Works at Singu are the three outstanding factories which made
extensive use of Burmese labor. The Syriam refinery em-
ployed large numbers of Burmese women in the candle factory
and as they operated on the piece-work system they packed
candles with the greatest of speed and accuracy. Burmese
women (in a few cases Burmese men) do nearly all the work
of knitting, cutting, sewing, and packing underwear at Singu.
The Adamjec Hajee Da wood Match Factory in Pazundaung
also employed large numbers of Burmese men and women, the
latter doing the lighter tasks while the men had jobs which
called for greater strength or mechanical skill.
Perhaps the most authoritative recent study of labor in
Burma was the Report on Indian Immigration by Mr. James
Baxter published in Rangoon in 1940. In comparing Burmese
with Indian labor Mr. Baxter wrote:
The opinions of employers of labor, whether European, Bur-
mese or Indian, is unanimous that Burmese laborers are not as
efficient as Indian in dull, monotonous work involving heavy man-
ual labor, such as cutting earth or carrying heavy loads, but it is
equally unanimous that "when the work is intricate the Burmans
understand it better than the Indians'* and that the "Burman is
more anxious to occupy the skilled artisan positions than to take
tip the unskilled work/' It is found generally that Burmans can
compete successfully with any Indian labor in work of a skilled or
semi-skilled nature,1
A rather interesting "division of labor" between Burmans
and Indians is described by Mr. Baxter as follows:
.....Burmese labor is giving satisfactory results over a wide
range of relatively unskilled occupations and . . . . it is of a good
average character in all: it does not compare favorably, however,
with the particularly efficient gangs of Coringhi and Tamil laborers
in the heaviest manual tasks. It is also worthy of record that where
Burmans and Indians are working together, the Burmans assume
that heavier work should be carried out by the Indians, yet "on
the other hand, where the Burmans work alone, we find that they
1 Baxter, Report on Indian Immigration, p. 85,